ignorello ope’s Cuvée
9”‘) Si Illo 2002 Hope's Cuvé
. \:} Chardonnay (Napa Valley); $60. The

acids are high, the oak is powerful and this densely

structured wine is wrapped in a cloak of steel and
mineral. It hasn't all come together vet. But the fla-
vors are ripe and pure, straddling the line between
tropical fruits and juicy apples, and this is one of
those rare Chards that needs age. Best toward 2005,

and will hold for several years afterward. —S.H.
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